ALFRED NOBEL AND LITERATURE
completely lacked the exuberant good humour of the Aristophanic
farces, and he seems to have been aware of this himself, for after
writing a few sheets containing numerous erasures and emendations,
he put the fragment aside and did not go on with it. Another
unfinished drama entitled, " A Victim of Imagination " seems to be
attributable to the same period. It is quite trivial, and the
characterisation reminds one of the comedies of the i8th century.
In the finished scenes we have sketches of a banker, with the
significant 'name of Goldman, and his wife. But Nobel returned
to the literary interests he had shewn in Ms youth, and when he
was ill, and could not occupy himself in any other way, he began to
write a tragedy, to which he afterwards gave the title,<f Nemesis/'
In March, 1896, he wrote to Bertha von Suttner :
" Not having been able to engage in more serious work during my
recent illness, I have written a tragedy. I have just finished it,
except for a few touches here and there. The subject of it is the
moving story of Beatrice Cenci, but I have treated it quite differ-
ently from Shelley. The incest motif is rendered so inoffensive
that the most censorious public would scarcely be shocked. But
the father's baseness is fully revealed, making the vengeance,
savage though it is, perfectly natural, and practically a duty. I
am curious to see whether this little piece will be played, and I feel
that on the stage it should be quite effective. It is written in prose;
I do not like to hear verse spoken—it seems so unnatural."
A few days later he wrote:
" There are four acts. The scabrous element is much modified,
- for old Cenci begins by telling Beatrice that she is not his daughter,
supporting his argument by her resemblance to Colonna. I
believe that it has great dramatic possibilities, but there are two
exceedingly difficult parts, Beatrice and Cenci. -The play is
written in Swedish; it is in prose, but in poetic prose. I should
have to get it .translated into German, as I am not sufficiently

